L 1 2 2004 Sj 
CPEL0254020P %. 0 

Patent Of fice^lJg^bh^Peo pie's Republic of China 

Address : Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office, No. 6 Tucheng Road West, Haidian District, Beijing.Postal code: 100088 



Applicant 


j INTEL CORPORATION 


Seal of 
Examine 


Date of Issue 


Agent 


II China Patent Agent (H.K.) Ltd. 




August 27, 2004 


Patent 
Application 


„ 01 81 1645.0 pP^*'*' 1 March 29, 2001 
No. Bate 


Exams • 


II 


Title of 
Invention 


(providing CONTENT INTERRUPTIONS 



First Office Action 

(PCT application entering into the national phase) 



1 . 0 Under the provision of Art. 35, para. 1 of the Patent Law, the examiner has made an 

examination as to substance of the captioned patent application for invention 
upon the request for substantive examination filed by the applicant. 

□ Under the provision of Art. 35, para. 2 of the Patent Law, the Chinese Patent Office 
has decided to conduct an examination of the captioned patent application for 
invention on its own initiative. 

2. 0The applicant requests that 

the filing date April 28. 2000 at the US Patent Office be taken as the 
priority date of the present application, 

the filing date at the Patent Office be taken as the priority date of the 

present application, 

the filing date at the Patent Office be taken as the priority date of the 

present application. 



3. □ The following amended documents submitted by the applicant cannot be 
accepted for failure to conform with Art. 33 of the Patent Law: 

□ the Chinese version of the annex to the international preliminary examination report. 

□ the Chinese version of the amended documents submitted according to the 
provision of Rule 19 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

□ the amended documents submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 
of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 
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□ the amended documents submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

See the text portion of this Office Action for detailed reasons why the amendment 
cannot be accepted. 

4. 0 Examination is conducted on the Chinese version of the initially-submitted 

international application. 

□ Examination is conducted on the following document (s): 

□ page of the description, based on the Chinese version of the initially- 
submitted international application documents; 

page of the description, based on the Chinese version of the annex to the 

international preliminary examination report; 

page of the description, based on the amended documents submitted 

according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

page of the description, based on the amended documents submitted 

according to the provision of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent 
Law. 

□ claim (s) , based on the Chinese version of the initially-submitted 

international application documents; 

claim (s) , based on the Chinese version of the amended documents 

submitted according to the provision of Rule 19 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

claim(s) , based on the Chinese version of the annex to the international 

preliminary examination report; 

claim(s) , based on the amended documents submitted according to the 

provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

claim(s) , based on the amended documents submitted according to the 

provision of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

□ Fig(s) , based on the Chinese version of the initially-submitted international 

application documents; 

Fig(s) , based on the Chinese version of the annex to the international 

preliminary examination report; 

Fig(s) , based on the amended documents submitted according to the 

provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

Fig(s) , based on the amended documents submitted according to the 

provision of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

5. 0 The following reference document(s) is/are cited in this Office Action (its/their serial 
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number(s) will continue to be used in the subsequent course of examination): 



Sena] 
No. 


Number or ™ 

; 


: li 


Hate at JrnWication 
r filing date of interfering 
^plication) 


1 


CN1159120A D 


ate September 10, 1997 


2 


WO99/37045A1 D 


ate July 22, 1999 


3 


D 


ate 


4 







6. Concluding comments on the examination: 



0 On the description: 

□ What is stated in the application comes within the scope of that no patent right 
shall be granted as prescribed in Art. 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Art. 26, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

0 The drafting of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 of 

the Implementing Regulations. 
0 On the claims: 

0 Claim(s) 11-19 come(s) within the scope of that no patent right shall be 

granted as prescribed in Art. 25 of the Patent Law. 
0 Claim(s) 1-8 has/have no novelty as prescribed in Art. 22, para. 2 of the 

Patent Law. 

0 Claim (s) 9. 10. 20-30 has/have no inventiveness as prescribed in Art. 22, 
para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) has/have no practical applicability as prescribed in Art. 22, para. 

4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 26, para. 4 of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 31, para. 1 of the 

Patent Law. 

0 Claim (s) 1. 2. 4-10. 20. 22-30 is/are not in conformity with the provisions of 
Rules 20 to 23 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim (s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 9 of the Patent 

Law. 

□ Claim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 12, para. 1 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 
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See the text portion of this Office Action for detailed analysis of the above 
concluding comments. 

7. Based on the above concluding comments, the examiner deems that 

□ the applicant should make amendment to the application document(s) according 
to the requirements put forward in the text portion of this Office Action. 

□ the applicant should expound in his/its observations why the captioned patent 
application is patentable and make amendment to what is not in conformity with 
the provisions pointed out in the text portion of this Office Action, otherwise, no 
patent right shall be granted. 

0 the patent application contains no substantive content(s) for which a patent right 
may be granted, if the applicant has no sufficient reason(s) to state or his/its stated 
reason(s) is/are not sufficient, said application will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The applicant should note the following items : 

(1) Under Art. 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should submit his/its observations 
within four months from the date of receipt of this Office Action; if, without any 
justified reason(s), the time limit for making written response is not met, said 
application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendment made by the applicant to said application should be in conformity 
with the provision of Art. 33 of the Patent Law, the amended text should be in 
duplicate and its form should conform with the related provisions of the Guide to 
Examination. 

(3) If no arrangement is made in advance, the applicant and/or the agent shall not 
come to the Chinese Patent Office to have an interview with the examiner. 

(4) The observations and/or amended text should be sent to the Receiving Section of 
the Chinese Patent Office by mail or by personal delivery, If not sent to the Receiving 
Section by mail or by personal delivery, the documents) will have no legal effect. 

9. This Office Action consists of the text portion totalling 7 page(s) and of the 
following attachment (s): 

0 2 copy(copies) of the reference document(s) totalling 61 page(s). 

Examination Dept. No. Examiner 
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CPEL0254020P 

First Office Action 



This application relates to a broadband content distribution method and 
system. Through examination, now the following examination opinions 
are provided: 

a) 

The defects exist in the claims: 

1. Claims 11-19 come within the unpatentable scope prescribed in Art. 25, 
para. 1, item (2) of the Patent Law. 

Though the preamble portion of claim 1 1 states an article, as to substance, 
it claims a medium, it can be seen from the contents of said claim that the 
physical characteristics of the medium do not have any change, and as to 
substance, it claims instructions stored in the medium, the medium is 
merely a general known medium in the prior art and doesn't include any 
physical characteristics making substantive contribution to this invention, 
which are distinguished from the prior art, what actually perform the 
functions in the process of dealing with the technical matter of this 
invention are merely the instructions recorded in the medium, therefore 
said claim comes within the unpatentable scope prescribed in Art. 25, 
para. 1, item (2) of the Patent Law. The applicant should delete said 
claim. 
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Claims 12-19 are dependent claims of claim 11, though the preamble 
portions of said claims states the article, as to substance, they claim the 
medium in claim 11, it can be seen from the characterizing portions of 
said claims that the physical characteristics of the medium do not have 
any change, and as to substance, they claim instructions stored in the 
medium, the medium is merely a general known medium in the prior art 
and doesn't include any physical characteristics making substantive 
contribution to this invention, which are distinguished from the prior art, 
what actually perform the functions in the process of dealing with the 
technical matter of this invention are merely the instructions recorded in 
the medium, therefore said claims come within the unpatentable scope 
prescribed in Art. 25, para. 1, item (2) of the Patent Law. The applicant 
should delete said claims. 

2. Claims 1-8 has no novelty prescribed in Art. 22, para. 2 of the Patent 
Law. 

The technical solution of claim 1 has no novelty prescribed in Art. 22, 
para. 2 of the Patent Law. Ref. 1 discloses a video data receiving 
apparatus and specifically discloses the technical features: the AV (audio 
and video) data receiving apparatus 200a comprises a receiving unit 202, 
a selecting unit 203, a storing unit 207, an image decoder 208, and a 
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control unit 209, the audio and video signals received by the receiving 
unit are reproduced on a monitor, the viewer selects a desired program 
and a method of insertion of commercial advertisements (CMs) with 
respect to that program, the amount of insertion, and the type of CMs by a 
command input unit 301, the amount of viewing of CMs can be selected 
according to the number of times of insertion of CMs and the length of 
CMs per time, it can be selected whether to insert them at predetermined 
positions or to insert them at any selected time, the advertisements are 
reproduced instead of the reproduced audio and video contents (see p. 8, 
line 26-p. 10, line 24 and Fig. 4 of said reference). The video content in 
ref. 1 is corresponding to the first content of said claim, the commercial 
advertisements are corresponding to the second content, by comparison of 
the technical solution claimed in said claim with the technical contents 
disclosed in said reference, what differs is merely that there is slight 
difference in the mode of written expression, their technical solutions are 
identical as to substance, besides, both belong to the same technical field 
and can produce the same technical effects, therefore the technical 
solution claimed in said claim has no novelty. 

Dependent claim 2 further defines claim 1, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "receiving said first and second 
content over a broadband distribution system", the feature has been 
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disclosed in ref. 1: the AV data receiving apparatus 200a receives the 
video content and the commercial advertisement content (see p. 8, line 
26-p. 14, line 24 of said reference), therefore, when claim 1 referred to 
has no novelty, the technical solution of said claim has no novelty 
prescribed in Art. 22, para. 2 of the Patent Law either. 

Dependent claim 3 further defines claim 2, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "including receiving television 
programming", the feature has been disclosed in ref. 1: receiving the 
television broadcasting content (see p. 8, line 26-p. 14, line 24 of said 
reference), therefore, when claim 2 referred to has no novelty, the 
technical solution of said claim has no novelty prescribed in Art. 22, para. 
2 of the Patent Law either. 

Dependent claim 4 further defines claim 1, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "replacing the first content with the 
second content includes periodically replacing the first content with the 
second content", the feature has been disclosed in ref. 1 : it can be selected 
whether to insert the advertisements at predetermined positions or to 
insert them at any selected time, the advertisements- are reproduced 
instead of the reproduced audio and video contents (see p. 8, line 26-p. 14, 
line 24 of said reference), therefore, when claim 1 referred to has no 
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novelty, the technical solution of said claim has no novelty prescribed in 
Art. 22, para. 2 of the Patent Law either. 

Dependent claim 5 further defines claim 4, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "replacing said first content with 
advertising content", the feature has been disclosed in ref. 1: the 
commercial advertisements are reproduced instead of the reproduced 
audio and video contents (see p. 8, line 26-p. 10, line 24 of said reference), 
therefore, when claim 4 referred to has no novelty, the technical solution 
of said claim has no novelty prescribed in Art. 22, para. 2 of the Patent 
Law either. 

Dependent claim 6 further defines claim 1, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "receiving digital content and 
demodulating said content", the technical features in its characterizing 
portion have been disclosed in ref. 1 : the image decoder 208 successively 
reads the program data and CM data stored in the storing unit 207 based 
on the control signal from the control unit 209 and decodes that video 
data (see p. 8, line 26-p. 10, line 24 of said reference), therefore, when 
claim 1 referred to has no novelty, the technical solution of said claim has 
no novelty prescribed in Art. 22, para. 2 of the Patent Law either. 
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Dependent claim 7 further defines claim 6, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "including parsing content and 
control information'', the features have been disclosed in ref. 1: the 
instruction information and control information of the control unit 209 are 
analyzed, a control signal is generated at the control unit 209 based on the 
program selection signal inputted by the viewer from the command input 
unit 301 (see p. 8, line 26-p. 14, line 24 of said reference), therefore, 
when claim 6 referred to has no novelty, the technical solution of said 
claim has no novelty prescribed in Art. 22, para. 2 of the Patent Law 
either. 

Dependent claim 8 further defines claim 7, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "parsing content . . . interrupted", 
the feature has been disclosed in ref 1 : the instruction information and 
control information of the control unit 209 are analyzed, the 
advertisement signals may be inserted at different time (see p. 8, line 26-p. 
10, line 24 of said reference), therefore, when claim 7 referred to has no 
novelty, the technical solution of said claim has no novelty prescribed in 
Art. 22, para. 2 of the Patent Law either. 

3. Claims 9-10 have no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 
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Dependent claim 9 further defines claim 7, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "including ... said content", but the 
feature belongs to publicly-known general knowledge of this field (the 
principle of receiving instructions from a transmitting side is the same as 
the principle of receiving the user's instructions), the use of the publicly- 
known general knowledge is obvious to those skilled in the art, therefore, 
when claim 7 referred to has no novelty, said claim has no inventiveness 
prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

Dependent claim 10 is a dependent claim of claim 1, the additional 
technical features in its characterizing portion are "including ... to 
prevent theft of said content", but these features have been disclosed in 
ref 2: a digital radio receiver comprises a deinterleaver for decryption, an 
encryption stream and a non-paying stream are transmitted, a decoder that 
can decrypt the encryption stream will skip advertisements (see p. 14, line 
17-p. 21, line 15 and Fig. 2 of ref. 2), the function performed in ref 2 is 
identical with that performed in this invention, i.e., it is used for 
encrypting the content, the teaching of further dealing with the technical 
matter can be obtained by applying the additional technical features of ref. 
2 to the technical solution of claim 1, it shows that it is obvious to those 
skilled in the art to obtain the technical solution claimed in said claim on 
the basis of ref. 1 and in combination with ref. 2, therefore, when claim 1 

7 



referred to has no novelty, said claim has no inventiveness prescribed in 
Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

4. Claims 20-30 have no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of 
the Patent Law. 

Claim 20 has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent 
Law. Ref 1 discloses a video data receiving apparatus and specifically 
discloses the technical features: the AV (audio and video) data receiving 
apparatus 200a comprises a receiving unit 202, a selecting unit 203, a 
storing unit 207, an image decoder 208, and a control unit 209, the audo 
and video signals received by the receiving unit are reproduced on a 
monitor, the viewer selects a desired program and a method of insertion 
of commercial advertisements (CMs) with respect to that program, the 
amount of insertion, and the type of CMs by a command input unit 301, 
the amount of viewing of CMs can be selected according to the number 
of times of insertion of CMs and the length of CMs per time, the 
advertisements are reproduced instead of the reproduced audio and video 
contents (see p. 8, line 26-p. 10, line 24 and Fig. 4 of said reference). The 
difference between said claim and ref. 1 is: "said receiver including a 
shell; an encrypted cache", in these distinguishing features, the feature 
that the receiver includes a cache has been disclosed in ref. 2 (see p. 14, 
line 17-p. 21, line 15 and Fig. 2 of ref. 2), the function performed in ref 2 
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is identical with that performed for dealing with the technical matter of 
this invention, i.e., it is used for receiving the data in the cache, in other 
words, the teaching of dealing with the technical matter can be obtained 
by applying the technical feature of ref. 2 to ref. 1; the feature of using 
the shell coupled to the cache to allow the receiver to receive the video 
content belongs to publicly-known general knowledge of this field, it is 
obvious to those skilled in the art to obtain the technical solution of said 
claim on the basis of ref. 1 and in combination with ref. 2, therefore the 
technical solution of said claim has no inventiveness for failure to possess 
prominent substantive features, nor represent a notable progress. 

Claim 21 is a dependent claim of claim 20, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "said system is a television 
receiver", the feature has been disclosed in ref. 1: a receiver receives 
television programs (see p. 8, line 26-p. 14, line 24 of said reference), the 
function performed in said reference is identical with that performed in 
this invention, i.e., it is used for receiving television programs, when 
claim 20 referred to has no inventiveness, said claim has no inventiveness 
prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law either. 

Dependent claim 22 further defines claim 20, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "coupled to a back channel ... the 
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second content", but the feature belongs to publicly-known general 
knowledge of this field (the principle of receiving instructions from a 
transmitting side is the same as the principle of receiving the user's 
instructions), the use of the publicly-known general knowledge is obvious 
to those skilled in the art, when claim 20 referred to has no inventiveness, 
said claim has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent 
Law. 

Dependent claim 23 further defines claim 20, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "including a device that parses 
content . . . said second content", but the feature has been disclosed in ref 
1: the control unit 209 analyzes the instructions from the command input 
unit 301 to determine the information on the number of the inserted 
advertisements and the time, etc. (see p. 8, line 26-p. 14, line 24 of said 
reference), the function performed in said reference is identical with that 
performed in this invention, i.e., it is used for parsing instructions, when 
claim 20 referred to has no inventiveness, said claim has no inventiveness 
prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

Dependent claim 24 further defines claim 23, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "said device . . . second content", 
but the feature has been disclosed in ref. 1: the control unit 209 controls 
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the storing unit 207 and adjusts things so that the data of CMs or program 
which was received is stored in the form intended by the receiver (see p. 
8, line 26-p. 14, line 24 of said reference), the function performed in said 
reference is identical with that performed in this invention, i.e., it is used 
for controlling the storage of the contents, when claim 23 referred to has 
no inventiveness, said claim has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, 
para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

Dependent claim 25 is a dependent claim of claim 20, the additional 
technical feature in its characterizing portion is "said shell periodically 
replaces the first content with the second content", but the feature has 
been disclosed in ref. 1: the control unit 209 controls the selection 
operation of the reception signal in the selecting unit 203, a selecting unit 
replaces the video program with the advertisement content according to 
the command from the command input unit (see p. 8, line 26-p. 14, line 
24 of said reference), the function performed in said reference is identical 
with that performed in this invention, i.e., it is used for replacing another 
content with one content, when claim 20 referred to has no inventiveness, 
said claim has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent 
Law. 

Dependent claim 26 is a dependent claim of claim 20, the additional 
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technical feature in its characterizing portion is "said receiver includes a 
tuner ... second content", but the feature has been disclosed in ref. 2: the 
digital radio receiver 200 comprises a tuner and demodulator 210 for 
demodulating the received contents (see p. 14, line 17-p. 21, line 15 and 
Fig. 2 of ref. 2), the function performed in said reference is identical with 
that performed in this invention, i.e., it is used for demodulating the 
received contents, when claim 20 referred to has no inventiveness, said 
claim has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent 
Law. 

Dependent claim 27 is a dependent claim of claim 20, the additional 
technical feature in its characterizing portion is "said receiver ... 
information", but the feature has been disclosed in ref. 1 : the control unit 
209 analyzes the program data and the advertisement data in the storing 
unit 207 (see p. 8, line 26-p. 14, line 24 of said reference), the function 
performed in said reference is identical with that performed in this 
invention, i.e., it is used for parsing the program contents on the basis of 
the control information, when claim 20 referred to has no inventiveness, 
said claim has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent 
Law. 

Dependent claim 28 further defines claim 27, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "said receiver . . . interrupted", but 
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the feature has been disclosed in ref. 1: the instruction information and 
control information of the control unit 209 are analyzed, advertisement 
signals may be inserted at different time (see p. 8, line 26-p. 10, line 24 of 
said reference), the function performed in said reference is identical with 
that performed in this invention, i.e., it is used for determining the time 
for inserting the advertisement content, when claim 27 referred to has no 
inventiveness, said claim has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 
3 of the Patent Law. 

Dependent claim 29 is a dependent claim of claim 20, the additional 
technical feature in its characterizing portion is "said shell ... to prevent 
theft of said first content", but the feature has been disclosed in ref. 2: the 
deinterleaver of the digital radio receiver 200 fulfills decryption of the 
received contents (see p. 14, line 17-p. 21, line 15, Fig. 2 of said 
reference), the function performed in said reference is identical with that 
performed in this invention, i.e., it is used for decrypting the received 
contents, when claim 20 referred to has no inventiveness, said claim has 
no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

Dependent claim 30 further defines claim 24, the additional technical 
feature in its characterizing portion is "including content guide 
software . . . said second content", but the feature has been disclosed in ref. 
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1: the control unit 209 receives the instruction information and control 
information from the command input unit, the video program content is 
replaced with the advertisement content at different time (see p. 8, line 
26-p. 14, line 24 of said reference), the function performed in said 
reference is identical with that performed in this invention, i.e., it is used 
for replacing the first content with the second content on the basis of the 
control instructions, when claim 24 referred to has no inventiveness, said 
claim has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent 
Law. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4-10, 20, 22-30 are not in conformity with the provision of 
Rule 20, para. 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
"first content" and "second content" in claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 20, 22-30 are not 
clear, which is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 20, para. 1 of 
the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law on that the claims shall 
be clear. 

It is not clear what "parsing content" in claim 7 refers to, which is not in 
conformity with the provision of Rule 20, para. 1 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Patent Law on that the claims shall be clear. 

It is not clear what "said content" in claims 6, 8-10 refers to, which is not 
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in conformity with the provision of Rule 20, para. 1 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Patent Law on that the claims shall be clear. 

(II) 

The defect exists in the description: 

The description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18, para. 2 
of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law, the reason is that the 
description shall be written according to the prescribed manner and order, 
the subtitles "TECHNICAL FIELD, BACKGROUND ART, 
INVENTION CONTENTS, DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES, MODE OF 
CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION" shall be written before the 
respective parts of the description. 

For the above reasons, a part of independent claims and dependent claims 
of this application have no novelty or inventiveness, the other claims 
come within the unpatentable scope, besides, no other patentable 
substantive contents are written in the description, even if the applicant 
recombines the claims and/or makes further definition on the basis of the 
disclosure contained in the description, this application has no patentable 
prospects. If the applicant cannot provide sufficient reasons within the 
time limit for response prescribed in this Office Action to indicate that 
this application has inventiveness, this application will be rejected. 
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